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In the famous words of Bruce Buffer, It’s Time! As this is being released,
setup has already begun in the Greenheck Turner Convention Center! I
want to start out by giving special thanks to all the volunteers who are
working hard to set the event up, the ones who organized this thing start
to finish, the officers and directors who are dedicating so much time to
this event, and you the pitchers traveling to support the tournament this
year. I’ve said it many times, we could set everything up but if noone came
we wouldn’t have a tournament at all. 

I’d also like to thank Visit Wausau for their partnership to put on the event,
they worked diligently to secure several grants for not only the event but
the GoLive Sportscast team to come cover the event, they’ve made this 

Welcome to Wausau!
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process very smooth from start to finish so a big thanks to VisitWausau!

In this edition of the digest, we’re focused on World Tournament information. We wanted to replace
our July publication with a World Tournament preview to give you all a compilation of necessary
information for the event this next week. We’ll quickly shift focus back to the broader scope of our
organization post-WT. During the event this year you’re going to see several
photographers/videographers. Shelly Martinez returns again for class photos and action shots,
GoLive SportsCast will be on site for broadcasting for a portion of the event and we have another
videographer that will be there part of the time working on a documentary style video for us that
should come out later this year. 

I’m looking forward to the website launch later this week, that has been a process in itself! The
website project began last summer and quickly we realized it was a bigger job than we thought. The
NHPF site was completely redone and gave a home to most of our historical information to keep the
new website current. Our team at TechnoGoober has been phenomenal during this process and any
delays have came from the NHPA end of gathering content for the site. Fortunately, we’re in a stage
where we’ll release the site this coming Friday with just a few pages still under construction. On the
homepage of the site there will be an action button that will take you directly to eShoe results that’ll
give you information about the tournament in real-time for this years World Tournament!

Wishing everyone safe travels to Wisconsin these next couple of weeks and I’m excited to see
everyone there! Prediction Committee Returns

The World Tournament Prediction Committee is at it again with a full preview of all the divisions for
this years tournament! Remember as you’re reading these, this is a compliation of opinions from a
committee of 8 tenured members. These committee members have reviewed individual stats, past
results, etc to make these determinations but keep in mind, these are for entertainment value only and
not actual results. and is designed to give a general overview of each division.



Predicted Top 5 Finishers

Up until last year, the prediction committee had always almost unanimously selected Alan Francis to
continue his string of World Championships at that years world tournament. Last year, the committee
split with 1  Vice President, Austin Bailey, receiving enough votes to land him as the predicted
champion in Sandy. Austin would put up a good fight throughout the tournament, landing him a second
place finish after a 14-0 tournament was unraveled by Francis in the last game. 

st

2026 will see more variables land on the board for the first time since the Lansing, Michigan
tournament in 2023, with Andrew Adams and Tyler Howard returning to the playing field in Wausau the
road to the top 3 is going to be much more challenging. Adams has continued to improve in recent
years, finishing high in the annual Hall of Fame event this year in Wentzville. 

Howards game has seen a decline since we last saw him attend the world championships but he still
has the ability to do some damage in the championship class. Tyler is the only player in the current
field that has defeated Francis in a 40 point game in since Brian Simmons in 2011. Howard would
defeat Francis in 2018 during the South Carolina tournament but would fall on the third day and land
in the 3  place spot, Francis however would still go on to leave Florence with the Men’s championship. rd

A constant in the Men’s top 3 continues to be Dan Watson, Watson would lose an early game in
Kennewick to Terry Hudson during the prelims but would go on to defeat Francis to win the prelims.
2024 would still see Francis go on to win the overall championship class but it was a reminder that the
Alabama flipper is still a variable in the Men’s championship class. 

So where does that leave Bailey? Austin defeated Francis in 2024 during the prelims when he would
run out the shoe clock to claim his first ever victory over Francis in a 40-shoe game. However, 40-point
games have tracked very differently. It appears that Alan is more prepared for Bailey now and seems to
always hit Bailey with a solid performance. If Austin plans to overcome Francis at this years event, he
should prepare to be pitching in the mid-80's by the time he lands in Wausau. 

Even with the stronger Men’s division field this year, Francis’ history has landed him back in the #1 seat
as our predicted Men’s World Champion for 2026!
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#1 - Alan Francis
#2 - Tyler Howard
#3 - Austin Bailey
#4 - Andrew Adams

#9 - Gale Greene
#10 - Matt Fuller
#11 - Joseph Smith
12 - Josh Olson

#13 - Don Davis
#14 - Bobby Bartell
#15 - Jim Larson
#16 - Gary Currier

#5 - Dalton Rakestraw
#6 - Dan Watson
#7 - Ben Webb
#8 - Foster Kenton Jr

Predicted Move-Ups

CHAMPION: ALAN FRANCIS CHAMPION: ALAN FRANCIS RUNNER-UP: DAN WATSON RUNNER-UP: DAN WATSON THIRD PLACE: TYLER HOWARDTHIRD PLACE: TYLER HOWARD
FOURTH PLACE: AUSTIN BAILEY FOURTH PLACE: AUSTIN BAILEY FIFTH PLACE: ANDREW ADAMS FIFTH PLACE: ANDREW ADAMS 

Men’s Division



Women’s Division
If there’s one thing our prediction committee is terrible at, it’s figuring out what will happen in the
Women’s division. In 2024, we left Penny Steinke completely off the move-up list, and she would go on
to win the tournament. In 2023, we left Amy Francis off the move-up list for the first time in over 20
years, she’d go on to have a strong performance in Michigan. But each year we seem to get closer to
getting it right! However, the women’s division is almost impossible to predict with much accuracy as
it’s currently one of the most highly competitive classes of the event. 

Defending champion Jennifer Gegg returns to attempt to defend her championship from Sandy this
year in Wausau. Jennifer has had a strong year with a perfect game earlier in the year at a tournament
in Wentzville, a strong performance in Danville where she would defeat Alan Francis during the event
and a strong showing at the annual Hall of Fame tournament. It seems like naturally Jennifer would be
the obvious choice, however Gegg seems to have a twin problem. 

This years Hall of Fame tournament should have seen Gegg cakewalk through the field with the caliber
of pitching she’s been exhibiting for the past 12 months, but when she met Mar toward the end of Day
2, Jennifer saw a big dip in her average. Mar & Max would travel to the Hall of Fame several times
during the winter in years past and Jennifer would still be improving during these events. Now the
tables have turned and Gegg has the higher average going in to most events but our committee
predicts there’s still a hangup for Gegg when she meets the twins in tournament competition. 

One person who doesn’t have this problem would be Wisconsin’s own, Aleena Lepak. Aleena would
defeat not 1 but both twins in Sandy during last years tournament. Aleena’s last tournament would
suggest that she’s not prepared for a competitor like Gegg or Ray but Lepak has proven that when
they turn those lights on in a World Tournament arena, she’ll be ready. With the hometown advantage
this year, her strong performance last year and her never quit attitude, our committee predicts once
that World Championship trophy crosses the Wisconsin line, it may never leave. 

Shalee Cason returns to the world championships this year and will no doubt prove to be an obstacle
the field can’t afford to overlook. Wisconsin has a second frontrunner in 2024 Women’s World
Champion, Penny Steinke to fill out the Top 5!

NHPA ADMIN DIGESTNHPA ADMIN DIGESTNHPA ADMIN DIGESTNHPA ADMIN DIGEST
World Championship Predictions

Predicted Top 5 Finishers

#1 - Jennifer Gegg
#2 - Marlene Ray
#3 - Pam Meyer 
#4 - Penny Steinke

#9 - Denise Daly
#10 - Blanca Hettinga
#11 - Elizabeth Jordan
#12 - Karen Graham

#13 - Helga Hewlett
#14 - Lyne Pineault
#15 - Amy Francis
#16 - Trisha Lincoln

#5 - Aleena Lepak
#6 - Shalee Cason
#7 - Joan Elmore
#8 - Brandy Morehead

Predicted Move-Ups

CHAMPION: ALEENA LEPAK CHAMPION: ALEENA LEPAK RUNNER-UP: MARLENE RAY RUNNER-UP: MARLENE RAY 
FOURTH PLACE: SHALEE CASON FOURTH PLACE: SHALEE CASON FIFTH PLACE: PENNY STEINKE FIFTH PLACE: PENNY STEINKE 

THIRD PLACE: JENNIFER GEGG THIRD PLACE: JENNIFER GEGG 
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Elder Men Division

Predicted Top 3 Finishers

#1 - Virgle McCown
#2 - Tom Moffat
#3 - Jacques Houle
#4 - Jacob Fimbres

#9 - Ricky Grim
#10 - Ed Hildreth
#11 - Don Epps
#12 - James Muller
#13 - Kevin Shields
#14 - Ken Jaeger Sr
#15 - Jeff Gustafson
#16 - Harvey Burkman

#5 - Rick Howe
#6 - Dale Moles
#7 - Don Gillette
#8 - Dan Molineaux

Predicted Move-Ups

CHAMPION: RICK HOWE CHAMPION: RICK HOWE 
RUNNER-UP: TOM MOFFAT RUNNER-UP: TOM MOFFAT 

THIRD PLACE: JACOB FIMBRES THIRD PLACE: JACOB FIMBRES 

The Elder Men’s prediction always feels like we
almost just have to guess! 

Tom Moffat is looking to pickup another title this
year in Wisconsin, however just like the other
divisions, there’s more variables on the field this
time around. 

Rick Howe enters the Elders field this year for
World Tournament play, the former Senior Mens
world champion has been pitching for all of his life
and has the experience edge over Moffat when it
comes to World Championship play. Houle,
Fimbres, and Moles will all be strong factors for
this years tournament but Howe still has the
experience edge over most of the field. 

Virgle McCown is predicted to move-up as the #1
overall seed for the Elders but our team predicts
that the prelims will finish very differently than
the championships this year as Rick Howe is
predicted to move-up as the #5 seed but leave
Wisconsin with the Elder Men’s World
Championship!

Elder Women Division

Predicted Top 3 Finishers

#1 - Sharon Chiddister
#2 - Mary Fimbres
#3 - Janet Larson
#4 - Susie Erickson
#5 - Julie Charlton
#6 - Audra Craven

Predicted Move-Ups

CHAMPION: SHARON CHIDDISTER CHAMPION: SHARON CHIDDISTER 
RUNNER-UP: MARY FIMBRES RUNNER-UP: MARY FIMBRES 

THIRD PLACE: SUSIE ERICKSON THIRD PLACE: SUSIE ERICKSON 

The story of the Elder Women’s division this year
is a very simple one, Sharon Chiddister is the
obvious choice to retain. Entering the field at the
#1 seed, as the defending champion and having
around a 10 percent higher entry average than 
the #2 entrant it’s difficult to bet against Sharon.

If anyone does have a chance at the title other
than Chiddister, it would most likely be Mary
Fimbres. A good game from Fimbres at the right
time could catch Chiddister off guard enough for
Fimbres to leave the Greenheck Turner
Community Center with the second ever 
Women’s World Championship! 

This is just the second year for the Elder Women’s
championship and the installation of an adult 20
foot line. The Elder Women’s division was
established in 2024 when delegates made a move
for equal opportunities between Men and Women
in our sport. This division gave Women the ability
to have 1 move-up with age just like the Men had
gotten as they would move from 40 foot to 30
foot with age. Last year would be a historic
moment for our sport a Chiddister claimed this
innagural championship.
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Predicted Top 3 Finishers

#1 - Ken Fraser
#2 - Walter Ray
Williams Jr
#3 - Ken Jones
#4 - Raymond Bedard 
#5 - Stan Griggs
#6 - David Mallory
#7 - Dennis Wilson
#8 - Robert Robinson

Predicted Move-Ups

CHAMPION: WALTER RAY WILLIAMS JR CHAMPION: WALTER RAY WILLIAMS JR 
RUNNER-UP: KEN FRASER RUNNER-UP: KEN FRASER 

THIRD PLACE: STAN GRIGGS THIRD PLACE: STAN GRIGGS 

Predicted Top 3 Finishers

#1 - Sylvianne Moisan
#2 - Cindy Clausen
#3 - Sandra Johnson 
#4 - Maxine Griffith
#5 - Tracy Rose
#6 - Johanne
Desrochers
#7 - Pat Stumpf
#8 - Susan Fulton

Predicted Move-Ups

CHAMPION: SYLVIANNE MOISAN CHAMPION: SYLVIANNE MOISAN 
RUNNER-UP: CINDY CLAUSEN RUNNER-UP: CINDY CLAUSEN 

THIRD PLACE: SANDRA JOHSNON THIRD PLACE: SANDRA JOHSNON 

Senior Men Division
Perhaps the most famous name in Horseshoe
Pitching today, Walter Ray Williams Jr steps back
into the bank of courts for the Senior Men’s world
championship this year and our committee
predicts by the time he steps out of that bank he’ll
have another world championship. 

We’ve predicted Walter Ray before but Ken Fraser
would pickup the win in 2024 and 2025, Fraser has
been on top of his game in recent years pitching
averages far above what we were used to seeing
from him at the world championships just 5-10
years ago. It’ll be interesting to see who comes out
with the win between Fraser and Williams when
they get to Wausau and compete for the Senior
Men’s title. 

Stan Griggs can’t be counted out either, Griggs has
struggled some in the early season but if Griggs
figures his game out in time he could do alot of
damage at the top. Former champion Raymond
Bedard also returns to the field and could be a
strong contender if he gets that ¾ flying just right!

Senior Women Division
Sylvianne Moisan enters the Senior Women’s
Championship as the clear favorite. A veteran of
high‑pressure matches, her consistency over the
years gives her a slight but meaningful edge over
the rest of the field.

Maxine Griffith would have been the favorite to
win in the committee’s eyes, however, the status
of her early season injury is unknown and a big
factor. If Max is fully recovered and back to her
normal ability when she gets to Wisconsin, it will
certainly be a battle for the championship spot.

Defending champion, Cindy Clausen can’t be
overlooked either. As a fairly newer face in the
championship scene though, the question will be
if she can overcome the veteran experience of
Griffith and Moisan. 

Sandra Johnson is also expected to play spoiler
and knock off one of the top 3 in an early game of
the championships, if this playes out it could
change the entire landscape of the finishing order
by the end of day 2!
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Junior & Cadet Divisions

Predicted Top 2 Finishers
CHAMPION: JAZMYN KILDAHL CHAMPION: JAZMYN KILDAHL 
RUNNER-UP: ZOEY MCHUGH RUNNER-UP: ZOEY MCHUGH 

Cadet Girls Division

Predicted Top 3 Finishers
CHAMPION: EBEN BEGAYE CHAMPION: EBEN BEGAYE 

RUNNER-UP: ZACHARY SMITH RUNNER-UP: ZACHARY SMITH 

Cadet Boys Division

THIRD PLACE: KENDELL BECK THIRD PLACE: KENDELL BECK 

Predicted Top 3 Finishers
CHAMPION: HASTIIN BEGAYE CHAMPION: HASTIIN BEGAYE 

RUNNER-UP: LANDON MORGAN RUNNER-UP: LANDON MORGAN 

Junior Boys Division

THIRD PLACE: SANTONIO COLLADO THIRD PLACE: SANTONIO COLLADO 

Predicted Top 3 Finishers
CHAMPION: ADALAIDE OHMS CHAMPION: ADALAIDE OHMS 

RUNNER-UP: LINDY ANDERSON RUNNER-UP: LINDY ANDERSON 

Junior Girls Division

THIRD PLACE: ADDISON ASHTON THIRD PLACE: ADDISON ASHTON 

Anybody got a coin? It’s always impossible to predict alot of what will happen in the Junior/Cadet
divisions. The problem is that they can improve so quickly after the schedule comes out with practice
during the summer. A non-factor for the championship can become the #1 contender in a week with
the right practice in these divisions. 

Starting with the Cadet Girls division, we predicted Jazmyn Kildahl will come out with the
championship in the small field for this years event. She has some experience under her belt already
that the rest of the field doesn’t with the world tournament format. 

In the Cadet Boys, Eben Begaye is predicted to leave with the championship with Zachary Smith
coming in a close second. #3 will see #1 seed Kendell Beck but among these three boys any of the
three could leave the tournament with the World Championship with the right focus. 

The next two divisions get a little simpler, the clear favorite in the Junior Girls division has to be
Adalaide Ohms. Ohms came close last year in her home state, dropping a playoff to Wolken at the end
of the tournament. This will be Adalaide’s last opportunity at the Junior Girls title and our team
predicts with the additional year under her belt, she won’t be denied in Wisconsin!

Hastiin Begaye came onto the scene a few years back and has been unstoppable since arriving.
Entering the tournament with an almost 25% higher average than the #2 seed, we would be foolish as
a committee to vote against Begaye. Santonio Collado has a strong showing in ABQ this spring and
Landon Morgan has been steadily improving, however, it’ll take a game in the mid to high 70's to take
down Begaye when they get to him. The one person in the world currently that could have a solid
chance at dethroning Begaye, Eli Sullivan, is absent from this years event. When you look at the world
rankings the case is pretty clear that Begaye/Sullivan are on a different level currently with the #3
ranked player on eShoe in the boy’s division being still almost 20% under Begaye.































CHECKING IN 

DURING PLAY 

AFTER COMPETITION 

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING 

Welcome to the 2026 World Horseshoe Pitching Championship! 
As a participant, you are expected to know the “Official Rules of Play” and the special requirements of this event. We hope you enjoy
pitching in this event, the World’s largest sanctioned horseshoe tournament! www.horseshoepitching.com 

Check the results daily at the end of your games! If you believe there is an error, please notify the Stat Room or Tournament Director
immediately. Results errors must be reported within 15 minutes after results are posted by the Stat room on the bulletin board. All
claims will be evaluated, and the decision of the Shift & Tournament Director will be final. 

Make plans to attend the 60  Hall of Fame Banquet on July 19, 2026. Tickets are $40 each before July 1 and $50 after and will be
available online or at the Stat room. The banquet will be held at Dale’s Weston Lanes, 509 Schofield Ave, Weston, WI. This is your
chance to meet some of horseshoe pitching’s greatest players and promoters of all time. 

th

Brian Poole, Tournament Director 
(208) 201-3326 

No alcohol, tobacco, or e-cigarettes of any kind shall be permitted within the confines of the courts at any time. Cell phones must be 
in silent mode and can be used for videoing your game. NHPA takes no responsibility if your phone is damaged during competition. 
All pitchers are required to turn and water if needed, one end of the court they are scheduled to pitch on. Paint is provided to paint the
stake, use sparingly! At the beginning of each game, when both players are ready, they may pitch four (4) warm-up shoes each. Then flip
a shoe and start your game. Foul lines will be monitored by judges, and they have the authority to remove any shoe pitched in which they
observed a foul line violation. The 30 second time limit allocated for each pitcher to deliver both shoes will also be enforced. Be
courteous to your opponent and those playing on courts next to you. Stand at least two (2) feet behind and on the 
opposite side of the platform when your opponent is pitching. Also behind pitchers on adjacent courts. Players should have measurement
tools that meet NHPA specifications with them to help in determining the score. A judge can be called by either pitcher 
if they cannot determine the score or disagree. Judges will be on duty to aid players with scoring or rule decisions. Once a judge is called,
their decision is final. Scorekeepers will be keeping 2 courts at a time. It is your responsibility as a player to monitor the 
score at all times and to notify the scorekeeper immediately if there is an error. As soon as either player pitches a new inning, you 
have accepted the score as correct to that point in the game. Do Not pick up or move any shoes until both players agree on the score. 
If a game ends (40 shoes) at the wrong end of the court, and the scorekeeper was not notified of an error, that game will end on the
wrong end as recorded. 

If for some reason you must drop out prior to the event, please notify the Tournament Director at (208) 201-3326, or Shift Director or
Stat Room immediately. You cannot expect a refund, but it is important in order to make the necessary schedule adjustments and arrange
for pacers, if needed. 

There will be signs posted to direct you to check-in. Please plan to arrive at least 1 hour before your scheduled start time on your first
day of play for class photos and pre-tournament announcements. This is mandatory and you must be present for photos and
announcements. You must be wearing a shirt with a minimum of your last name and state, or province professionally lettered in one
inch (1”) or larger letters on the back of shirt. No sleeveless shirts, No cut-off or frayed pants, and No open toed shoes are allowed
during competition. Sponsorship on shirts is acceptable as long as it does not interfere with the name or state/province on the back of
the shirt. 

Most class play will be fifteen (15) 40 shoe games. Some classes may play less games due to entries or facility limitations. Tie games 
in any class will remain as a tie that will be recorded as ½ win and ½ loss. Win-Loss records shall determine the final class standings. 
A tie for 1  place will be decided by a 40-shoe playoff game. If a playoff game is tied at the end of 40 shoes, pitchers will pitch down
and back until the tie is broken. All other position ties will be decided by the tournament’s ringer percentage then Head to Head. Cash
prizes will be paid 1  thru 4 , 5 , or 6  positions, depending on the class size. Adult players advancing to their respective Division
Championship will be required to pay an additional $50 for the Championship Finals fee. All Championship play shall be 40-point
games for Adults and Juniors. Cadet Championship play will be 30 points. The tournament committee reserves the right to change 

st

st th th th

any class size and/or format as needed. All competitions will be played indoors at the Greenheck Turner Community Center. You are
encouraged to arrive early and familiarize yourself with the facilities, the area, and the tournament layout. 

www.horseshoepitching.com 

http://www.horseshoepitching.com/
http://www.horseshoepitching.com/
http://www.horseshoepitching.com/


By: Dalton Rakestraw
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 2026 World Horseshoe Pitching Championships

Championship Class Payouts

Place:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Totals

Men
$4,000.00)
$2,000.00)
$1,000.00)
$800.00)
$600.00)
$400.00)
$300.00)
$250.00)
$250.00)
$200.00)
$200.00)
$150.00)
$150.00)
$100.00)
$100.00)
$50.00)

Women

16 14

Elders
$4,000.00)
$2,000.00)
$1,000.00)
$800.00)
$600.00)
$400.00)
$300.00)
$250.00)
$250.00)
$200.00)
$200.00)
$150.00)
$150.00)
$100.00)
$100.00)
$50.00)

12

Sr Men
$1,000.00)
$775.00)
$500.00)
$300.00)
$250.00)
$200.00)
$100.00)
$50.00)

6

Sr Women
$1,000.00)
$775.00)
$500.00)
$300.00)
$250.00)
$200.00)
$100.00)
$50.00)

4

Elder
Women
$800.00)
$600.00)
$400.00)
$200.00)
$150.00)
$50.00)

Jr Boys
$600.00)
$400.00)
$300.00)
$225.00)
$200.00)
$175.00)
$100.00)
$50.00)

Jr Girls
$600.00)
$350.00)
$250.00)
$175.00)
$100.00)
$50.00)

Cadet Boys
$300.00)
$200.00)
$150.00)
$100.00)
$75.00)
$50.00)

Cadet Girls
$300.00)
$200.00)
$150.00)
$75.00)

Place:
1
2
3
4
5
6

$500.00)
$250.00)
$200.00)
$150.00)
$130.00)
$125.00)

$4,000.00)
$2,000.00)
$1,000.00)
$800.00)
$600.00)
$400.00)
$300.00)
$250.00)
$250.00)
$200.00)
$200.00)
$150.00)
$150.00)
$100.00)
$100.00)
$50.00)

$500.00)
$250.00)
$200.00)
$150.00)
$130.00)

$500.00)
$250.00)
$200.00)
$150.00)

$500.00)
$250.00)
$150.00)

$300.00)
$150.00)

 Players in Class

$10,550.00 $10,550.00 $10,550.00 $3,175.00 $3,175.00 $2,200.00 $2,050.00 $1,525.00 $875.00

Totals $60,975.00 $4,920.00 $4,400.00 $7,200.00 $2,700.00

Total

Total

Total Payout

$45,375.00

$80,195.00

$125,570.00

$725.00

Preliminaries Class Payouts

$1,355.00 $1,230.00 $1,100.00 $900.00 $450.00

2026 World Prelim Plaque Design!





Official Rules, Bylaws, & Specifications Proposals for 2026 

PRC 2 RULE 2 - GAME PREPARATION Section C - Painting of Stakes 

PRC 1 Rule 12 – APPROPRIATE NHPA MEMBER CONDUCT 
Currently reads: 
Section C - Dress Code All contestants competing in a World Tournament shall have, as a minimum, their last name and
State or Country abbreviation professionally lettered on the back of their shirts . Said shirts cannot be sleeveless . No
cut-offs are permitted and closed-toe shoes must be worn . Further dress code restrictions may be imposed by the
Executive Council if all entrants are notified no later than the mailing date of their pitching schedules . This Dress Code
may also be adopted into any Charter Bylaws or may be enforced at any State Championship Tournament or at any local
tournament, if announced in advance by the Tournament/League Officials . Contestants who do not comply may not be
allowed to participate in the event . 

Change to read: 
Section C - Dress Code All contestants competing in a World Tournament shall have, as a minimum, their last name and
State or Country abbreviation professionally lettered on the back of their shirts . Said shirts can be sleeveless and or a
tank top with a hem. Shirts may not be spaghetti straps or cut off. No cut-offs are permitted and closed-toe shoes must
be worn . Further dress code restrictions may be imposed by the Executive Council if all entrants are notified no later
than the mailing date of their pitching schedules . This Dress Code may also be adopted into any Charter Bylaws or may
be enforced at any  State Championship Tournament or at any local tournament, if announced in advance by the
Tournament/League Officials . Contestants who do not comply may not be allowed to participate in the event . 

Rationale 

Pitching horseshoes you swing your arms a lot. Many pitchers sweat and sleeves can stick to your arms causing irritation.
Many pitchers find it more comfortable to pitch in a sleeveless shirt or a tank top for free arm movement. 

Currently reads: 
To make the stakes more visible for the contestants, they may be painted between games (white paint is often used) so
that there is a good contrast between the color of the stake and the color of the background. 

Change to read: 

To make the stakes more visible for the contestants, they may have chalk applied to or be painted between games
(white paint is often used) so that there is a good contrast between the color of the stake and the color of the
background.  

Paint doesn't have time to dry and then gets on the shoes and hands. Chalk works and is probably better to be used
indoors  

Rationale 

PRC 3 
Currently reads: 

Section F - Elders (become eligible to pitch in the Elders Division upon purchase of an NHPA card dated for the calendar
year that they become sixty-five (65) years old).  
1. Elder Men may pitch from any place on either the extended or full-distance platforms, and shall observe the twenty
seven-foot (27’) foul line. Elder Men must notify their Charter Membership Director, in advance, of the date that they
intend to begin pitching from this shorter distance. Once a member declares himself a short-distance pitcher, he must
remain in that Division until the next year’s membership card is purchased. At that time he may switch back to the
Open Men’s division, but must remain in that division until the next year’s membership card is purchased. 
Note: See Rule 11, Section D.1 for additional information about re-qualifying. 



 

2. Elder Women may pitch from any place on either the extended or full distance platforms and shall observe the
twenty-foot (20’) foul line. Elder Women must notify their Charter Membership Director, in advance, of the date that
they intend to begin pitching from this shorter distance. Once a member declares oneself a shorter distance pitcher,
they must remain in that Division until the next year’s membership card is purchased. At that time, they may switch
back to the Open Women’s division, but must remain in that division until the next year’s membership card is
purchased. 
Note: See Rule 11, Section D.1 for additional information about re-qualifying 

PRC 3  - Continued

3. Physically Challenged Men - Physically challenged Male pitchers less than sixty-five (65) years old may be given
permission, by their governing Charter, to move onto the extended platforms in the Elders Division and observe the
twenty-seven-foot (27’) foul lines. The prior completion and approval of a Medical Exemption Application form
(available from Charter Secretaries and on some Charter Websites) is required. At the World Tournament and at State
Championship Tournaments, they shall compete in the Elders Division 

4. Physically Challenged Women - Physically challenged Female pitchers less than sixty- five (65) years old may be
given permission, by their governing Charter, to move onto  the extended platforms in the Elders Division and observe
the twenty-foot (20’) foul line. The prior completion and approval of a Medical Exemption Application form (available
from Charter Secretaries and on some Charter Websites) is required. At the World Tournament and at State
Championship Tournaments, they shall compete in the Elders Division 

Change to read: 

1. Elder Men may pitch from any place on either the extended or full-distance platforms, and shall observe the twenty
seven-foot (27’) foul line. Elder Men must notify their Charter Membership Director, in advance, of the date that they
intend to begin pitching from this shorter distance. Once a member declares himself a short-distance pitcher, he must
remain in that Division until the next year’s membership card is purchased. At that time he may switch back to the
Open Men’s division, but must remain in that division until the next year’s membership card is purchased. 
Note: See Rule 11, Section D.1 for additional information about re-qualifying. 

2. Elder Women may pitch from any place on either the extended or full distance platforms and shall observe the
twenty-foot (20’) foul line. Elder Women must notify their Charter Membership Director, in advance, of the date that
they intend to begin pitching from this shorter distance. Once a member declares oneself a shorter distance pitcher,
they must remain in that Division until the next year’s membership card is purchased. At that time, they may switch
back to the Open Women’s division, but must remain in that division until the next year’s membership card is
purchased. 
Note: See Rule 11, Section D.1 for additional information about re-qualifying 

4. Physically Challenged Men - Physically challenged Male pitchers less than sixty-five (65) years old may be given
permission, by their governing Charter, to move onto the extended platforms in the Elders Division and observe the
twenty-seven-foot (27’) foul lines. The prior completion and approval of a Medical Exemption Application form
(available from Charter Secretaries and on some Charter Websites) is required. At the World Tournament and at State
Championship Tournaments, they shall compete in the Elders Division 

5. Physically Challenged Women - Physically challenged Female pitchers less than sixty- five (65) years old may be
given permission, by their governing Charter, to move onto  the extended platforms in the Elders Division and observe
the twenty-foot (20’) foul line. The prior completion and approval of a Medical Exemption Application form (available
from Charter Secretaries and on some Charter Websites) is required. At the World Tournament and at State
Championship Tournaments, they shall compete in the Elders Division 

3. Elder Men 80  (become eligible to pitch in the Elder Men 80 Division upon purchase of an NHPA card dated for the
calendar year that they become eighty (80) years old). They may pitch from any place on either the extended or full
distance platforms and shall observe the twenty-foot  (20’) foul line. Elder Men 80 must notify their Charter
Membership Director, in advance, of the date that they intend to begin pitching from this shorter distance.  



PBC 1 ARTICLE V : OFFICERS 
Currently reads: 
SECTION 6. Eligibility of officers 
a. All officers shall be NHPA adult members in good standing (dues paid and not under suspension). 
Change to read: 
SECTION 6. Eligibility of officers 
a. All officers and candidates for officer positions, shall be NHPA adult members in good standing (dues paid and not
under suspension). 
b. No person may serve as NHPA President for more than 3 full terms (9 years). 
Rationale: 
The NHPA President plays a major role in steering the direction of the NHPA as a whole, 9 years in this position gives
an individual almost a decade to direct and guide the NHPA but leaves the door open for healthy administrative
changes over time. As incumbents are rarely defeated, this change would open the door for the NHPA to inject fresh
ideas and direction regularly while allowing the former President to hold other roles within the council, if needed. The
limit of 9 years is almost exactly corresponding with the term limit of the United States President (8 years) and is a
reasonable length of time for any individual to be limited to. 

PBC 2 Article III: Membership 
Currently reads: 
SECTION 3. Full Member- Dues for Full Adult Members are the National dues of twenty five dollars ($25.00) plus
the amount set for State dues within their Charter. Three dollars ($3.00) of every adult membership will be set
aside for the World Tournament prize fund, for the next year. Only Full Members may enter State and World
tournaments. 
Change to read: 
SECTION 3. Full Member - Dues for Full Adult Members are the National dues of thirty  five dollars ($35.00) plus the
amount set for State dues within their Charter. A maximum of five dollars ($5.00) of every adult membership will be
set aside for the World Tournament prize fund, for the next year. Only Full Members may enter State and 
World tournaments. 
Rationale: 
If membership totals were to level or even increase, inflation across all areas of the NHPA's business has still caused
us to need a dues increase to keep up with rising inflation. All areas of the NHPA's operational budget have saw
drastic increases with inflation in recent years and this increase is necessary for the sustainability of the NHPA long
term. 

PBC 3 Article III: Membership 
Currently reads: 
SECTION 4. Dues for Junior and Junior Cadet members are National dues of five dollars ($5.00) plus the amount set
for State dues for Juniors within their Charter. These dues entitle Junior members to participate in all Sanctioned
Tournaments and/or Leagues and to League Program benefits. 
Change to read: 
SECTION 4. Dues for Junior and Junior Cadet members are National dues  of zero dollars ($0), plus the amount set
for State dues for Juniors within their Charter. These dues entitle Junior members to participate in all Sanctioned
Tournaments and/or Leagues and to League Program benefits. 
Rationale: 
In 2025 and 2026 the NHPA council moved to waive youth membership dues to  promote free youth pitching in many
charters, who followed suite with waving state dues for youth pitchers. This has a very small impact on the NHPA
financials (less than $2,500) annually and allows us the opportunity to advertise free youth pitching in many areas, and
greatly reduced fees nationwide. This bylaw change will ensure the NHPA continues to do everything we can to support
the youth divisions for years to come. 



I - EQUIPMENT SPECIFICATIONS
Section A - Sanctioned Horseshoes The maximum weight and measurement standards are as follows: The horseshoe
weight shall not be more than two (2) pounds, ten (10) ounces (there is no minimum weight) No horseshoe can
exceed seven and one-quarter inches (7-1/4”) in width or seven and five-eighths inches (7-5/8”) in length The
opening of the shoe must not exceed three and one-half inches (3-1/2”), measured from a parallel line three-fourths
of an inch (3/4”) inward from a straightedge touching the tips of the shoe points (A one-eighth inch (1/8”) tolerance
to three and five-eighths inches (3-5/8”) is allowed on used shoes) No part of any horseshoe shall exceed one inch
(1”) in height when placed, with calks down, on a level surface Shoes not meeting these requirements shall be
declared “illegal” Illegal shoes shall not be used in any NHPA sanctioned competition and all games pitched with
illegal shoes shall be forfeited All horseshoes used by a pitcher may be checked at any time, before or during
competition, to verify that they are legal shoes A judge or other Tournament/League Official will do this checking
(see Bylaws, Standing Rules 7 & 8 for additional information)  

Change to read: 

PSC 1 IV. SPECIFICATIONS 
Currently reads: 

I  - EQUIPMENT SPECIFICATIONS 
Section A - Sanctioned Horseshoes The maximum weight and measurement standards are as follows: The
horseshoe weight shall not be more than two (2) pounds, ten (10) ounces (there is no minimum weight) No
horseshoe can exceed seven and one-quarter inches (7-1/4”) in width or seven and five-eighths inches (7-5/8”) in
length The opening  of the shoe must not exceed three and one-half inches (3-1/2”), measured from a 
parallel line three-fourths of an inch (3/4”) inward from a straightedge touching the tips of the shoe points (A one-
eighth inch (1/8”) tolerance to three and five-eighths inches (3-5/8”) is allowed on used shoes) No part of the
original manufactured shoe shall  exceed one inch (1”) in height. Shoes not meeting these requirements shall be
declared “illegal” Illegal shoes shall not be used in any NHPA sanctioned competition and all 
games pitched with illegal shoes shall be forfeited All horseshoes used by a pitcher may be checked at any time,
before or during competition, to verify that they are legal shoes A judge or other Tournament/League Official will do
this checking (see Bylaws, Standing Rules 7 & 8 for additional information) 

Rationale 
It has been brought to my attention by a flip pitcher from Alabama that when measuring the one inch height of a
shoe, the Snyder flip shoe when measuring with the heel calks down on a flat surface the points exceed one inch.
When measuring a flip shoe the toe calk is on the opposite side from the heel calk. When placed on a flat surface the
shoe is on an angle causing the points of the shoe to exceed the one inch. 

PSC 2 II - SPECIFICATIONS FOR COURT LAYOUT Section B - Court Sanction Requirements/Specifications 
Currently reads: 
6. Stakes - The stake is the target at which the shoe is pitched . Stakes shall be positioned in the very center of the
pitcher’s box, on the court’s lengthwise centerline, with a minimum of twenty-one inches (21”) from the stake to the
front and back of the pit substance . The distance between stakes shall be forty feet (40’) . This distance is to be
measured from the front of each stake, level with the pitching platform . Stakes shall be one inch (1”) in diameter and
shall be made of cold-rolled steel, mild iron, soft metal, or NHPA-approved synthetic material . The top of each stake
shall be no less than fourteen inches (14”) and no greater than fifteen inches (15”) above the level of the pitching
platforms(see exception for raised pits in Section C ) Stakes shall be securely mounted ( see diagram on page 46 ) and
have a three inch ( 3” ) lean toward the opposite end . 



The 2026 NHPA Annual Convention will be held at Dale Weston lanes at 8:30 a.m. on July 19 , 2026. All members are
welcome to attend the convention but only assigned delegates may vote on topics. 

th

Charter Presidents, if you haven’t already please send your delegate names to NHPA President, Ben Webb @
bwebb5155@gmail.com

The annual NHPA Hall of Fame banquet will also take place that evening, for more information or to purchase tickets
please contact Dalton Rakestraw @ drakestraw@horseshoepitching.com or Brian Poole @
sec.treas@horseshoepitching.com

Change to Read: 

6. Stakes - The stake is the target at which the shoe is pitched . Stakes shall be  positioned in the very center of the
pitcher’s box, on the court’s lengthwise centerline, with a minimum of twenty-one inches (21”) from the stake to the
front and back of the  pit substance . Stakes are recommended to be forty feet (40’) apart at the pitching platform
level. This distance is to be measured from the front of each stake, level with  the pitching platform . Stakes shall be
one inch (1”) in diameter and shall be made of cold-rolled steel, mild iron, soft metal, or NHPA-approved synthetic
material . The top of each stake shall be no less than fourteen inches (14”) and no greater than fifteen inches (15”)
above the level of the pitching platforms(see exception for raised pits in Section C ) Stakes shall be securely mounted
(see diagram on page 46 ) and have a three inch ( 3” ) lean toward the opposite end . 

Rationale 

The foul lines are the main criteria for the distance. Even though stakes being 40’ apart is standard, in a tight area
such as indoor pitching, stakes at 42’ actually takes up less room as the Men’s foul line is 5’ from the stake giving
more room for a backswing and large stride. Someone who takes a large stride or stands near the back of the
platform, they would have had issues with some indoor courts hitting fences or walls with their backswing. 

Convention/Banquet Information

That feeling
when you have
banquet tickets

That feeling
when your
assigned to be
a delegate
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	NHPA ADMIN DIGEST
	World Tournament Preview
	Welcome to Wausau!
	BEN WEBB
	In the famous words of Bruce Buffer, It’s Time! As this is being released, setup has already begun in the Greenheck Turner Convention Center! I want to start out by giving special thanks to all the volunteers who are working hard to set the event up, the ones who organized this thing start to finish, the officers and directors who are dedicating so much time to this event, and you the pitchers traveling to support the tournament this year. I’ve said it many times, we could set everything up but if noone came we wouldn’t have a tournament at all.
	I’d also like to thank Visit Wausau for their partnership to put on the event, they worked diligently to secure several grants for not only the event but the GoLive Sportscast team to come cover the event, they’ve made this
	process very smooth from start to finish so a big thanks to VisitWausau!
	In this edition of the digest, we’re focused on World Tournament information. We wanted to replace our July publication with a World Tournament preview to give you all a compilation of necessary information for the event this next week. We’ll quickly shift focus back to the broader scope of our organization post-WT. During the event this year you’re going to see several photographers/videographers. Shelly Martinez returns again for class photos and action shots, GoLive SportsCast will be on site for broadcasting for a portion of the event and we have another videographer that will be there part of the time working on a documentary style video for us that should come out later this year.
	I’m looking forward to the website launch later this week, that has been a process in itself! The website project began last summer and quickly we realized it was a bigger job than we thought. The NHPF site was completely redone and gave a home to most of our historical information to keep the new website current. Our team at TechnoGoober has been phenomenal during this process and any delays have came from the NHPA end of gathering content for the site. Fortunately, we’re in a stage where we’ll release the site this coming Friday with just a few pages still under construction. On the homepage of the site there will be an action button that will take you directly to eShoe results that’ll give you information about the tournament in real-time for this years World Tournament!
	Wishing everyone safe travels to Wisconsin these next couple of weeks and I’m excited to see everyone there!

	Prediction Committee Returns
	The World Tournament Prediction Committee is at it again with a full preview of all the divisions for this years tournament! Remember as you’re reading these, this is a compliation of opinions from a committee of 8 tenured members. These committee members have reviewed individual stats, past results, etc to make these determinations but keep in mind, these are for entertainment value only and not actual results. and is designed to give a general overview of each division.


	NHPA ADMIN DIGEST
	World Championship Predictions
	Men’s Division
	Predicted Top 5 Finishers
	CHAMPION: ALAN FRANCIS
	RUNNER-UP: DAN WATSON
	THIRD PLACE: TYLER HOWARD
	FOURTH PLACE: AUSTIN BAILEY
	FIFTH PLACE: ANDREW ADAMS


	Predicted Move-Ups

	NHPA ADMIN DIGEST
	World Championship Predictions
	Women’s Division
	Predicted Top 5 Finishers
	CHAMPION: ALEENA LEPAK
	RUNNER-UP: MARLENE RAY
	THIRD PLACE: JENNIFER GEGG
	FOURTH PLACE: SHALEE CASON
	FIFTH PLACE: PENNY STEINKE


	Predicted Move-Ups

	NHPA ADMIN DIGEST
	World Championship Predictions
	Elder Women Division
	Elder Men Division
	Predicted Top 3 Finishers
	CHAMPION: SHARON CHIDDISTER
	RUNNER-UP: MARY FIMBRES
	THIRD PLACE: SUSIE ERICKSON


	Predicted Move-Ups
	Predicted Top 3 Finishers
	CHAMPION: RICK HOWE
	RUNNER-UP: TOM MOFFAT
	THIRD PLACE: JACOB FIMBRES


	Predicted Move-Ups

	NHPA ADMIN DIGEST
	World Championship Predictions
	Senior Women Division
	Senior Men Division
	Predicted Top 3 Finishers
	CHAMPION: SYLVIANNE MOISAN
	RUNNER-UP: CINDY CLAUSEN
	THIRD PLACE: SANDRA JOHSNON


	Predicted Move-Ups
	Predicted Top 3 Finishers
	CHAMPION: WALTER RAY WILLIAMS JR
	RUNNER-UP: KEN FRASER
	THIRD PLACE: STAN GRIGGS


	Predicted Move-Ups

	NHPA ADMIN DIGEST
	World Championship Predictions
	Junior & Cadet Divisions
	Junior Boys Division
	Predicted Top 3 Finishers
	CHAMPION: HASTIIN BEGAYE


	Cadet Boys Division
	Predicted Top 3 Finishers
	CHAMPION: EBEN BEGAYE
	RUNNER-UP: LANDON MORGAN
	RUNNER-UP: ZACHARY SMITH
	THIRD PLACE: SANTONIO COLLADO
	THIRD PLACE: KENDELL BECK


	Junior Girls Division
	Predicted Top 3 Finishers
	CHAMPION: ADALAIDE OHMS
	RUNNER-UP: LINDY ANDERSON


	Cadet Girls Division
	Predicted Top 2 Finishers
	CHAMPION: JAZMYN KILDAHL
	RUNNER-UP: ZOEY MCHUGH
	THIRD PLACE: ADDISON ASHTON



	Welcome to the 2026 World Horseshoe Pitching Championship!

	PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING
	CHECKING IN
	DURING PLAY
	AFTER COMPETITION
	www.horseshoepitching.com

	By: Dalton Rakestraw
	National Horseshoe Pitchers Association
	July13th - July25th Wausau,Wisconsin


	2026 World Horseshoe Pitching Championships
	Championship Class Payouts
	Men $4,000.00) $2,000.00) $1,000.00) $800.00) $600.00) $400.00) $300.00) $250.00) $250.00) $200.00) $200.00) $150.00) $150.00) $100.00) $100.00) $50.00)
	Women
	$4,000.00) $2,000.00) $1,000.00) $800.00) $600.00) $400.00) $300.00) $250.00) $250.00) $200.00) $200.00) $150.00) $150.00) $100.00) $100.00) $50.00)
	Elders $4,000.00) $2,000.00) $1,000.00) $800.00) $600.00) $400.00) $300.00) $250.00) $250.00) $200.00) $200.00) $150.00) $150.00) $100.00) $100.00) $50.00)
	Sr Men $1,000.00) $775.00) $500.00) $300.00) $250.00) $200.00) $100.00) $50.00)
	Sr Women $1,000.00) $775.00) $500.00) $300.00) $250.00) $200.00) $100.00) $50.00)
	Elder Women $800.00) $600.00) $400.00) $200.00) $150.00) $50.00)
	Jr Boys $600.00) $400.00) $300.00) $225.00) $200.00) $175.00) $100.00) $50.00)
	Jr Girls $600.00) $350.00) $250.00) $175.00) $100.00) $50.00)
	Cadet Boys $300.00) $200.00) $150.00) $100.00) $75.00) $50.00)
	Cadet Girls $300.00) $200.00) $150.00) $75.00)
	Total
	$45,375.00
	$725.00
	Place: 1 2 3 4 5 6
	Preliminaries Class Payouts
	$500.00) $250.00) $200.00) $150.00) $130.00) $125.00)
	$500.00) $250.00) $200.00) $150.00) $130.00)
	$500.00) $250.00) $200.00) $150.00)
	$300.00) $150.00)
	$1,355.00
	$1,230.00
	$1,100.00
	$60,975.00
	$4,920.00
	$4,400.00
	$900.00
	$7,200.00
	$450.00
	$2,700.00
	Total Payout
	$125,570.00


	2026 World Prelim Plaque Design!

	Official Rules, Bylaws, & Specifications Proposals for 2026
	PRC 1
	PRC 2
	RULE 2 - GAME PREPARATION
	PRC 3

	PRC 3  - Continued
	2. Elder Women may pitch from any place on either the extended or full distance platforms and shall observe the twenty-foot (20’) foul line. Elder Women must notify their Charter Membership Director, in advance, of the date that they intend to begin pitching from this shorter distance. Once a member declares oneself a shorter distance pitcher, they must remain in that Division until the next year’s membership card is purchased. At that time, they may switch back to the Open Women’s division, but must remain in that division until the next year’s membership card is purchased.  Note: See Rule 11, Section D.1 for additional information about re-qualifying
	3. Physically Challenged Men - Physically challenged Male pitchers less than sixty-five (65) years old may be given permission, by their governing Charter, to move onto the extended platforms in the Elders Division and observe the twenty-seven-foot (27’) foul lines. The prior completion and approval of a Medical Exemption Application form (available from Charter Secretaries and on some Charter Websites) is required. At the World Tournament and at State Championship Tournaments, they shall compete in the Elders Division
	4. Physically Challenged Women - Physically challenged Female pitchers less than sixty- five (65) years old may be given permission, by their governing Charter, to move onto  the extended platforms in the Elders Division and observe the twenty-foot (20’) foul line. The prior completion and approval of a Medical Exemption Application form (available from Charter Secretaries and on some Charter Websites) is required. At the World Tournament and at State Championship Tournaments, they shall compete in the Elders Division
	Change to read:
	1. Elder Men may pitch from any place on either the extended or full-distance platforms, and shall observe the twenty seven-foot (27’) foul line. Elder Men must notify their Charter Membership Director, in advance, of the date that they intend to begin pitching from this shorter distance. Once a member declares himself a short-distance pitcher, he must remain in that Division until the next year’s membership card is purchased. At that time he may switch back to the Open Men’s division, but must remain in that division until the next year’s membership card is purchased.  Note: See Rule 11, Section D.1 for additional information about re-qualifying.
	2. Elder Women may pitch from any place on either the extended or full distance platforms and shall observe the twenty-foot (20’) foul line. Elder Women must notify their Charter Membership Director, in advance, of the date that they intend to begin pitching from this shorter distance. Once a member declares oneself a shorter distance pitcher, they must remain in that Division until the next year’s membership card is purchased. At that time, they may switch back to the Open Women’s division, but must remain in that division until the next year’s membership card is purchased.  Note: See Rule 11, Section D.1 for additional information about re-qualifying
	3. Elder Men 80  (become eligible to pitch in the Elder Men 80 Division upon purchase of an NHPA card dated for the calendar year that they become eighty (80) years old). They may pitch from any place on either the extended or full distance platforms and shall observe the twenty-foot  (20’) foul line. Elder Men 80 must notify their Charter Membership Director, in advance, of the date that they intend to begin pitching from this shorter distance.
	4. Physically Challenged Men - Physically challenged Male pitchers less than sixty-five (65) years old may be given permission, by their governing Charter, to move onto the extended platforms in the Elders Division and observe the twenty-seven-foot (27’) foul lines. The prior completion and approval of a Medical Exemption Application form (available from Charter Secretaries and on some Charter Websites) is required. At the World Tournament and at State Championship Tournaments, they shall compete in the Elders Division
	5. Physically Challenged Women - Physically challenged Female pitchers less than sixty- five (65) years old may be given permission, by their governing Charter, to move onto  the extended platforms in the Elders Division and observe the twenty-foot (20’) foul line. The prior completion and approval of a Medical Exemption Application form (available from Charter Secretaries and on some Charter Websites) is required. At the World Tournament and at State Championship Tournaments, they shall compete in the Elders Division
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